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Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.
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Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.

Thank you for joining us!
We are so glad to have you as our guest in worship and 
we would love to connect with you. Let us know you 
are here by scanning this QR code or by following this 
link: www.canterburyumc.org/attendance

Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson
Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael

Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings
Pastor - Dr. Bill Morgan

Pastor - Rev. Matthew Montgomery
Pastor - Dr. Rick Owen

Youth Pastor - Rev. Gann Waters - Wright
Children’s Pastor - Rev. Eleanor Christiansen

 Bishop in Residence - Dr. Mike Watson
Choirmaster and Organist - Dr. Lester Seigel

Crucifer - Leigh Anne Precise  
Acolytes - Charlie Brandenburg &  Evelyn Bradenburg 
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Welcome to Canterbury
We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, 
each other, and His world in a real and meaningful 
way. We want to be a place where you will meet Jesus 
exactly where you are. Here you will find a community 
of real people, led by leaders who express their real 
experiences to help renew and empower you to follow 
Him. So no matter where you are in life, we invite you to 
come as you are and to live for something greater. 
If you need help finding your way around, we have 
Welcome Guides located at our main entrances 
and outside the worship areas. We look forward to 
connecting with you!

WORSHIP
Children in Worship  All children are welcome in 
worship! The sight, sounds, and interactions of worship 
are appropriate for every age. We have worship activity 
bags available as you enter the worship space.  
Excellent nursery care is also available to children 
through 4 years old, however we love having all ages 
worshipping together and look forward to the ways they 
can help us worship God. Nursery is provided for infants 
and preschoolers for all regularly scheduled worship 
services. Canterbury uses a computer check-in system 
as part of our Safe Sanctuary Policy. Please email 
Breana Stallings at breana.stallings@canterburyumc.org 
with any questions about the nursery.  

Help us to celebrate the new life in our congregation 
by sharing the exciting news with us! We need you 
to let us know when your family is welcoming a new 
baby and hope you will email linda.carpenter@
canterburyumc.org so that we can all celebrate 
another child in our midst.  

Things to Know - Ask an usher for assistance! 
    • Listen Everywhere, a bluetooth hearing app, is 
    available as well as other hearing assist devices. 

    • The Children’s Comfort Room is located adjacent 
    to the Narthex, a quiet place for you and your child.

Worship Online  We strive to be a church that is 
accessible to you whenever and however you need us! 
Sunday worship services are available through:
Website
www.canterburyumc.org/worship/worship-online
Facebook
www.facebook.com/CanterburyUMChurch
YouTube
www.youtube.com/@CanterburyUMC

Connect 
Next Steps Class  This class is a basic introduction 
to our church family and a wonderful time for you to 
continue building connections with other followers of 
Christ. Since many of us come from different church 
backgrounds, this quarterly class is designed to clearly 
explain who we are, what we believe, and how you can 
take the next steps in partnering with us to build the 
Kingdom of God. After attending these classes, it is our 
hope you will decide to make Canterbury your new 
church home. For more information, please contact 
Becky King at becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee and 
get to know you! You can bring any questions you might 
have and get to know a little more about Canterbury, 
the United Methodist Church, and anything else you 
want to talk about. To set that up, contact the church 
office at 205-871-4695.

ConTACT US
Church Office: 205.871.4695

Membership: Rev. Matthew Montgomery 

matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org

205.868.6590 x2327

Pastoral Care Response Line: 205.999.4887



Voluntary           		       Allegro form Organ Concerto in B Flat                          	  G.F. Handel	

Introit				    Rise Up, O Church of God			    FESTAL SONG

	 Rise up, O church of God! Have done with lesser things. Give heart and mind and soul and 		
	 strength to serve the King of kings. Lift high the cross of Christ! Tread where his feet have trod. 	
	 As followers of the Son of Man, rise up, O church of God!	
	   		             	            
Welcome and Announcements                                                                                    	            Dr. Bill Morgan

 * Processional Hymn 159                          Lift High the Cross, vv. 1, 2, 4	                          	        CRUCIFER

 * Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                    The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 	
	 His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 	
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose 	
	 from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 		
	 Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 	
	 in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 	
	 of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

 * Gloria Patri
	 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 		
	 beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

 * Passing of the Peace       The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with you.    

Children’s Moment      						           	         Breana Stallings                                                                                            
 

    Anthem	            			                   A Prayer				              Peter Mathews
 

	 Oh my God, if it be Thy pleasure to cut me off before night: yet make me, my gracious 		
	 Shepherd, for one of Thy lambs to whom Thou wilt say, “Come, ye blessed!” and clothe me 	
	 in a white robe of righteousness, that I may be one of those singers who shall cry to Thee, 		
	 Alleluia! Alleluia! 		  Thomas Dekker, Four Birds from Noah’s Ark (16th c.) 

   Order of Worship



Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 	
	 be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 	
	 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 		
	 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
	 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

     Anthem                                             Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal                Sacred Harp, melody, arr. Alice Parker  
		   	 Ted Clark, baritone solo, Jessie Mayne, soprano solo

	 Hark, I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farther shore, as I near those swollen waters, 		
	 with their deep and solemn roar. (Refrain): Hallelujah, praise the Lamb; Hallelujah, Glory to 	
	 the great I Am! And my soul though stained with sorrow, fading as the light of day, passes 		
	 swiftly o’er those waters to the city far away. (Refrain). Souls have crossed before  
	 me, saintly, to that land of perfect rest; and I hear them singing faintly in the mansions  
	 of the blest. (Refrain). 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                                               OLD 100TH
	 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
	 praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 549                  Where Charity and Love Prevail, vv. 1, 2     		          ST PETER
  
* Gospel Lesson                                                         John 13: 1-17

      The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

 * Gospel Procession 549                 Where Charity and Love Prevail, vv. 5,6         	             	         ST PETER

    Sermon	                           	        The Life We Give: A Life Poured Out                   Rev. Keith Thompson

 * Closing Hymn 413                        	 A Charge to Keep I Have		     	       	         BOYLSTON

 * Dismissal & Blessing 

 * Recessional Prayer								            Ted Clark, cantor

     Postlude



Happening at Canterbury

RISE Connect Retreat  | October 23-24 
4th-6th grades! Join us for a 24-hour overnight retreat 
at Camp Sumatanga with friends from area UMCs! 
We’ll worship, hike, play, and hang out as we connect 
with one another and God. $150. 
Deadline to register is October 10. 
Register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/children

Favorites -- An Organ Recital by Lester Seigel 
November 1 | 2:30 PM | Sanctuary
Join us for a special afternoon as our very own  
Lester Seigel presents Favorites -- An Organ  
Recital, featuring some of the most popular works 
by J.S. Bach, Franz Liszt, Johannes Brahms, and 
Charles-Marie Widor. All are welcome! 

Calm Before the Stork
November 15 | 9:30 AM
If your family is growing through birth, adoption or 
fostering, we would love to spend time with you to 
talk about all the ways our church hopes to wrap 
around your family during these sacred days and 
years! We will discuss baptism and walk through 
what you need to consider when scheduling a bap-
tism, talk about the nursery and Sunday School 
program, and share a few ideas about great books 
and Bibles for your little one.
Register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/children

YAC Journey Retreat | November 20-22 
Journey will be held November 20-22 at Shocco 
Springs in Talladega. This retreat is or all 7th-12th  
graders (friends are welcome!). It’s an awesome  
weekend filled with meaningful talks, amazing  
worship, fun games, and more! All students are  
encouraged to join us for this incredible retreat!  
Register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/youth

Dad & Me Legion Soccer | October 18 | 4 PM 
Join us for a special night out with your dad, grandpa, 
favorite uncle or another important guy! We’ll cheer 
on the Legion as they take on Loudon FC during Fan 
Appreciation Night. $20 per person. The first 22 kids to 
register will be Junior Captains and walk onto the field 
with the players during the national anthem!  
Register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/children

Encore Volunteer Training | October 21 | 2:30 PM 
Come learn how to be a friend to someone living with 
dementia and discover what makes Encore such a 
special place. You’ll learn simple ways to connect, 
communicate, and bring joy to someone’s day and we 
have a feeling you’ll discover that the joy comes right 
back to you. Come be part of the Encore family, where 
there’s plenty of laughter, love, music, friendship, and 
fun. No experience needed...just a willing heart.
Register, email: encorepatti@gmail.com

Soup Day | October 15 | 10 AM-7 PM
This year at Christmas Village, we’ll be giving quarts 
of homemade soup to the families who come 
shop at the village....and we need YOUR help! This 
Thursday, we need folks to sign up for 
the afternoon shift and the clean up 
shift. Scan the QR code to let us know 
you are coming! 

ASO: Concert Master & Friends at Canterbury
October 13 | 7:30 PM
Join us on October 13 for a chamber music concert 
celebrating America’s 250th anniversary curated 
and led by the Alabama Symphony Orchestra Con-
certmaster Daniel Szasz. This program will feature 
Dvořák’s”American” String Quartet and works by 
John Williams, Alan Hovhaness, Mark O’Connor, 
and others. Tickets are $35. 
Purchase: alabamasymphony.org/concert



This month, we invite you to prayerfully consider 
what your time, talents, and financial commitment 
will be for Canterbury’s ministries in 2027.  
The Life We Give reminds us that generosity is 
about more than what we give... it’s about the life 
we help make possible through God’s work in our 
church, our community, and our world.

As we look toward the year ahead, please consider 
how God is calling you to give. We also invite you 
to consider a 5% increase in your pledge, helping 
Canterbury continue to grow the Kingdom of God, 
right here, right now.

Please plan to join us for a great day of worship on 
Commitment Sunday, October 18.  
Together, we will make our commitments as a 
church and will look with hope to where God is 
leading Canterbury in the coming year.

When you make your prayerful decision, please 
bring your pledge card to offer on October 18. You 
may also return a pledge card to the Finance Office, 
by scanning the QR code, through the new app, 
or online by visiting:
www.canterburyumc.org/giving

Thank you for supporting Canterbury and its mis-
sion through your faith and generosity. Because of 

your commitment and love, we can 
continue to give life to the ministries 
that make Canterbury a place of 
Real Grace. Real Love. Real Life.

• If your pledge is $100 
  consider making a pledge of $105.
 
• If your pledge is $1,000 
  consider making a pledge of $1,050.
 
• If your pledge is $5,000 
  consider making a pledge of $5,250.
 
• If your pledge is $10,000 
  consider making a pledge of $10,500.
 
• If your pledge is $20,000 
  consider making a pledge of $21,000. 

Consider increasing your pledge by 5%. 
It could make a big difference!

Consider the                  challenge!5%

we giveTHE L IFE

Vacation Bible School | 2026
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