
Sanctuary Worship 
August 20, 2023

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Thank You for Joining Us Today!



Welcome to Canterbury!

Contact Us
Church Office: 205.871.4695
To Join: matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org
205.868.6590x2302
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205.999.4887

Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.

Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are each 
imperfect, regularly falling short of our 
own standards and God’s.  God loves 
us anyway just as we are.  God initiates 
every relationship with us through 
grace.  God’s grace can never be earned, 
it is all gift.  We, as God’s children, strive 
to do the same with each other.  We 
start with grace given to us by God. We 
live offering the same grace to ourselves 
and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if God 
is Love, then we are created in the image 
of love.  God as revealed in Jesus Christ 
is what real love looks like. When we are 
most true to who we are created to be, 
we are loving.  At Canterbury, we seek 
to embody that love is patient and kind 
… and we particularly like it best when 
it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.

canterburyumc.org

We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, each 
other, and His world in a real and meaningful way. We 
want to be a place where you will meet Jesus exactly 
where you are. You will find a community of real people, 
led by leaders who express their real experiences to help 
renew and empower you to follow Him.  So no matter 
where you are in life, we invite you to come as you are 
and to live for something greater. 
If you need help finding your way around, we have 
welcome guides located at our main entrances 
and outside the worship areas. We look forward to 
connecting with you!

WORSHIP
Children in Worship All children are welcome in 
worship!  The sight, sounds, and interactions of worship 
are appropriate for every age.  We have worship 
resources available as you enter the worship space 
including a Worship Activity bag.  
Excellent nursery care is also available to children 
through 4 years old, however we love having all ages 
worshipping together and look forward to the ways they 
can help us worship God. 
Children’s Ministry at Canterbury begins at birth. Nursery 
is provided for infants and preschoolers for all regularly 
scheduled worship services. Nursery for other activities 
and church events can be provided. Please feel free to 
contact Selena Pitsch at selena.pitsch@canterburyumc.
org  with any questions about nursery. Canterbury 
uses a computer check-in system as part of our Safe 
Sanctuary Policy..  

Help us to celebrate the new life in our congregation 
by sharing the exciting news with us!  We need you 
to let us know when your family is welcoming a new 
baby and hope you will contact linda.carpenter@
canterburyumc.org so that we can all celebrate 
another child in our midst.  

Things to Know:
•	  Hearing assist devices are now available – ask an 

usher for assistance
•	 The Children’s Comfort Room is a place where you 

may sit with your child. It is adjacent to the Narthex

Watch Online We understand the challenges you 
face and we strive to be a church that is accessible 
to you whenever and however you need us. Our 
Sanctuary and Contemporary Worship services are 
available on our website.

Connect 
Next Steps Class  This class is a basic introduction 
to our church family and a wonderful time for you to 
continue building connections with other followers of 
Christ. Since many of us come from different church 
backgrounds, this class is designed to clearly explain 
who we are, what we believe, and how you can take 
the next steps in partnering with us to build the 
Kingdom of God. After attending these classes, it is our 
hope you will decide to make Canterbury your new 
church home.  For more information, please contact 
Becky King at becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, the United Methodist Church, and 
anything else you want to talk about. Contact the 
church office at 205-871-4695 to set that up.

Thank you for visiting!
We are so glad to have you as our guest in worship and 
we would love to connect with you. Let us know you 
are here by scanning this QR code or by following this 
link: www.canterburyumc.org/visitors

Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson
Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael

Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings
Pastor - Dr. Bill Morgan

Pastor - Rev. Sheryl Thornton
Pastor - Rev. Sam Williamson

Pastor - Rev. Matthew Montgomery
Children’s Pastor - Rev. Ruth Grissom

Youth Pastor - Rev. Seth Moon 
High School Pastor - Rev. Gann Waters - Wright

Bishop in Residence - Dr. Mike Watson
Choirmaster and Organist - Dr. Lester Seigel



Voluntary                                                 Intermezzo in C, Op. 119, No. 3                                        Johannes Brahms

Welcome and Announcements

* Processional Hymn 166          All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine                                            SINE NOMINE

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                             The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace     The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with you.

Children’s Moment                                                                                                                                             Eleanor Kerr

Call to Prayer                                                        I Must Tell Jesus                                                                    Traditional

I must tell Jesus all of my trials; I cannot bear these burdens alone.
In my distress he kindly will help me; Jesus can help me; Jesus alone.

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

Anthem                                                   Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love                                               Ned Rorem				  
Sing, my soul, His wondrous love, who from yon bright throne above,
Ever-watchful o’er our race, still to man extends His grace.
Heav’n and earth by Him were made, all is by His scepter sway’d;
What are we that we should show so much love to us below?
God, the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior’s blood,
And, to make our safety sure, guides us by His spirit pure.
Sing, my soul, adore His name; let His glory be thy theme:
Praise Him till He calls thee home, trust His love for all to come. (19th. c. Hymn)

* Doxology			   Please stand when you see the choir rise.                                               OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Gospel Procession 157                           Jesus Shall Reign, vv. 1 - 3                                                          DUKE STREET

* Gospel Lesson                                                          John 1: 1 - 5
This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Procession 157                           Jesus Shall Reign, vv. 4 - 5                                                          DUKE STREET

Sermon                                                                        Why Jesus                                                    Rev. Keith Thompson

* Hymn 163                                                Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know                                                            HENDON

* Dismissal and Blessing

Recessional Prayer                                                                                                                                  Ted Clark, cantor
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and 
guarded in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth Thy 
praise, to the honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Postlude

Thanksgiving for the life of
Olene A. Watson (Patti Boomershine’s mother)..................August 14, 2023

Order of Worship



HAPPENING AT CANTERBURY

YAC Kickoff | This Evening | 5-6:30 PM
Students! Let’s get the fall semester started off right! Join us for indoor inflatables, fun food, awesome 
YACmerch, and a prize giveaway! We’ll also have a lesson, and you’ll get to meet your small group 
leaders for the year. All 7th-12th graders are invited (including friends!). See you TONIGHT 
at 5 PM!

RISE Ministry 5th & 6th grade Parent’s Meeting | This Evening | 5-6 PM
There will be a meeting on Sunday, August 20 from 5-6 PM in Wesley Hall for the parents of our 5th 
and 6th graders. At this meeting, you will get a chance to meet your child’s Sunday school teachers, to 
learn what your child will be learning in Sunday school, to see what activities are offered for your child, 
and learn how to help your child grow in their faith and relationship with God this year. 
Questions? Contact Davis Kinchler at davis.kinchler@canterburyumc.org.

Legacy Luncheon | August 22 | 12 Noon
Join us as we welcome our wonderful volunteers of Canterbury’s heartfelt ministry, Books to 
Prisons. There is so much that goes on behind the scenes of this ministry and so many lives touched 
by the kindness of others. Our volunteers will share their stories with us. Enjoy a fabulous lunch by 
Debbie ($5) and of course sharing good times with friends.

Encore Volunteer Training | August 28 | 9 AM-12 Noon
For new and seasoned volunteers, Encore will hold a Volunteer Training and Refresher Course on Mon-
day, August 28th from 9-12 in the Encore Room at Canterbury (2nd floor). Light breakfast munchies 
and coffee will be served. Please email Patti Williams by August 21 at encorepatti@gmail.com to RSVP. 

“Love Again Toys” Collection | Now through September 10
Love Again Toys is currently accepting gently used children’s toys, clothes, books, and riding toys (such 
as bikes, scooters, and helmets); additionally, they are accepting gently used books and clothes for 
teens. Love Again Toys is partnering with other nonprofit organizations in central Alabama, specifically 
in Wilcox and Lowndes counties. In Birmingham, they will collect the toys and deliver them to sister 
charities. All donations are tax deductible and can be dropped off at Canterbury in the Chapel parking 
lot. You will find the lock code as well tax donation forms at the collection truck in the Chapel parking 
lot. Please join us and help make this first year of Love Again Toys a success! Questions? Contact 
Ashlee McQueen at ashleemcqueen@gmail.com.

Third Grade Bible Presentation | September 17 | 10:30 AM
It is a tradition at Canterbury to give a personalized Bible to our third graders each year. If you are a 
member of Canterbury or consider Canterbury your church home, we want to make sure that we have 
a Bible for your child. Bibles will be presented to the children on September 17 at 10:30 AM. To reserve 
a Bible for your child, please visit www.canterburyumc.org/childrensevents.

Sign Up for the Weekly Outreach Email Update
Want to know what’s going on (in detail) with Canterbury Outreach? Want to get a current list of 
service opportunities that are full of outreach EXCITEMENT and easy YESes? If so, sign up by 
emailing Rachel Estes at rachel.estes@canterburyumc.org.


