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Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk this 
path together.
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Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in every 
part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us wherever we are 
in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our neighbor 
as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, particularly 
those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature of who God is.
Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, we seek to follow 
Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.

Thank you for joining us!
We are so glad to have you as our guest in worship and 
we would love to connect with you. Let us know you 
are here by scanning this QR code or by following this 
link: www.canterburyumc.org/attendance

Senior Pastor - Rev. Keith Thompson

Pastor - Rev. Hill Carmichael

Pastor - Rev. Tori Hastings

Pastor - Dr. Bill Morgan

Pastor - Rev. Sheryl Thornton

Pastor - Rev. Matthew Montgomery

Pastor - Dr. Rick Owen

Youth Pastor - Rev. Gann Waters-Wright

 Bishop in Residence - Dr. Mike Watson

Choirmaster and Organist - Dr. Lester Seigel



Welcome to Canterbury!

Contact Us
Church Office: 205.871.4695
To Join: matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org
205.868.6590 x2327
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205.999.4887

canterburyumc.org

We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, and 
caring for others, our goal is to connect you to God, 
each other, and His world in a real and meaningful way. 
We want to be a place where you will meet Jesus exactly 
where you are. You will find a community of real people, 
led by leaders who express their real experiences to 
help renew and empower you to follow Him.  So no 
matter where you are in life, we invite you to come as 
you are and to live for something greater. If you need 
help finding your way around, we have welcome guides 
located at our main entrances and outside the worship 
areas. We look forward to connecting with you!

WORSHIP
Children in Worship All children are welcome in 
worship! The sight, sounds, and interactions of worship 
are appropriate for every age. We have worship 
resources available as you enter the worship space 
including a Worship Activity bag. Excellent nursery care 
is also available to children through 4 years old, however 
we love having all ages worshipping together and look 
forward to the ways they can help us worship God. 
Nursery is provided for infants and preschoolers for 
all regularly scheduled worship services. Nursery for 
other activities and church events can be provided. 
Please email Breana Stallings at breana.stallings@
canterburyumc.org with any questions about the nursery. 
Canterbury uses a computer check-in system as part of 
our Safe Sanctuary Policy. 

Help us to celebrate the new life in our congregation 
by sharing the exciting news with us!  We need you 
to let us know when your family is welcoming a new 
baby and hope you will contact linda.carpenter@
canterburyumc.org so that we can all celebrate 
another child in our midst.  

Worship Online  We strive to be a church that is 
accessible to you whenever and however you need 
us! All worship services are available through:
Website:
www.canterburyumc.org/worship/worship-online
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/CanterburyUMChurch
YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@CanterburyUMC

Connect 
Next Steps Class  This class is a basic introduction 
to our church family and a wonderful time for you to 
continue building connections with other followers of 
Christ. Since many of us come from different church 
backgrounds, this class is designed to clearly explain 
who we are, what we believe, and how you can take 
the next steps in partnering with us to build the 
Kingdom of God. After attending these classes, it is our 
hope you will decide to make Canterbury your new 
church home.  For more information, please contact 
Becky King at becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

Meet with one of our pastors
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, the United Methodist Church, and 
anything else you want to talk about. Contact the 
church office at 205-871-4695 to set that up.



Welcome and Announcements

* Hymn 245                      	                            The First Noel, vv. 1, 2, 3, 5                                               THE FIRST NOEL

Collect                               The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth: 
Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face 
to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gloria In Excelsis                                                                                                                                 

Psalter Reading (Chanted)                             Psalm 72: 1-8                		   Stan Nelson, cantor            
Give the king your jus*tice, O God, | and your righteousness to the *royal son!
May he judge your people with *righteousness, | and your *poor with justice!
Let the mountains bear prosperity *for the people, | and the hills, in *righteousness!
May he defend the cause of the poor *of the people, | give deliverance to the needy,
     and crush *the oppressor!
May he live while the *sun endures, | and as long as the moon, throughout all *generations!
May he be like rain that falls on *the mown grass, | like showers that wa*ter the earth!
In his days may right*eousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon *be nor more!
May he have dominion from *sea to sea, | and from the river to the ends *of the earth!

The Word of God for the peo*ple of God. | Thanks *be to God.

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive our sins, known and 
unknown, those things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All Pray in Silence

Order of Worship



Kyrie 482                                                                                                                                                
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Words of Pardon
  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are a forgiven people. Glory to God! Amen.

* The Peace            The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and also with you.  

* Gospel Alleluia (Sung before and after the Gospel Lesson)

Gospel Lesson                                                    Matthew 2: 1-12    
    The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                         Hey Siri...Who am I and Why am I here?                  Rev. Hill Carmichael

*  Hymn 238                      	               Angels We Have Heard on High, vv. 1, 3                                                           GLORIA

Prayers of the People              Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                                      

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

Anthem                                                                  We Three Kings                          Trad. Carol, arr. Parker/Shaw	
		                        Allen Harrell, Matt Cantor, Daniel Seigel, soloists
		
		  We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
		  Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. (Refrain): 
		  O Star of wonder, Star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, 
		  still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
     		  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again, 
     		  King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.
     		  Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a Deity nigh,
     		  Prayer and praising, all men raising, worship Him, God most High. (Refrain)
     		  Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
     		  Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain)
		  Glorious now, behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice!
		  Heaven sings “Alleluia:” “Alleluia,” earth replies. (Refrain)
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* Doxology & Wesley’s Grace  	                                   	                                                                           OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;	 Be present at our table, Lord;
praise Him, all creatures here below;		  be here and everywhere adored;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,		  Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.	  	 may feast in paradise with Thee.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath 
of life. When we turned away and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us 
from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news 
to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save 
your people.

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, 
death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin 
and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus 
ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave 
it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 
offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.



The Lord’s Prayer (Chanted) 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who brings forth bread from the earth. 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, become one as we partake of it. Is not the 
breaking of this bread a means of sharing in the body of Christ?

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
Is not the cup a means of sharing in the blood of Christ?

Fraction Anthem                                                   Agnus Dei                                                                         BELL AGNUS

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.

Receiving the Bread and Cup   

All are welcome to receive the sacrament. You do not have to be a member of Canterbury or of the 
United Methodist Church. It is the Lord’s table and all of God’s children are welcome. Ushers will guide you.

Communion Music                                   The Blessed Son of God	           	         Ralph Vaughan Williams	
	

The blessed song of God only in a crib full poor did lie;
With our poor flesh and our poor blood was clothed that everlasting good; Kyrie eleison.



The Lord Christ Jesu, God’s son dear, was a guest and a stranger here;
Us for to bring from misery, that we might live eternally; Kyrie eleison.
All this did he for us freely, for to declare his great mercy;
All Christendom be merry therefore, and give him thanks forevermore. Kyrie eleison.

* Prayer After Receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself 
to us. May we be transformed into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in 
the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

* Benediction

* Choral Response

Thanksgiving for the lives of 
Sam Farlow (Susan Farlow’s husband)...................................December 22, 2024
Noelle Milby Morgan (Dan Morgan’s wife).............................December 25, 2024

This Sunday morning class is a basic introduction to our church family and a 
wonderful time for you to continue building connections with others. If you are 
interested in making Canterbury your church home, please join us on 1/12, 1/19, 
1/26 and 2/2. To register, email Becky King at becky.king@canterburyumc.org.



Happening at Canterbury

Winter Studies | Begin This Wednesday, January 8 
Join us on January 8 when Wednesday dinner returns along with Winter studies. For full 
details and to register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/adults

Men’s Breakfast | January 16 | 6:30 AM
All men are invited to the next breakfast that will be held on Thursday, January 16. We’ll enjoy 
breakfast and fellowship, and will discuss upcoming events. So, if you are interested in being 
a part of a Life Group, signing up for Men’s Retreat, or being a part of any of the upcoming 
ministries for men, don’t miss this breakfast! Register: www.canterburyumc.org/mens-breakfast

Grief Support | Begins January 22 | 12 Noon
When we lose someone we love, we embark on a journey not of our choosing, but it is a vital 
and sacred journey. This group serves as a means of self-care and shared community for 
persons in grief. (6 weeks) Led by Hill Carmichael. 
To register, visit: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/adults

Divorce Support | Begins January 27 | 6 PM
The Divorce Journey: Past, Present, and Future - Going through a divorce holds such a 
wide range of feelings, decisions, and reassessments of life goals. This is an encouraging 
community where participants are guided along their unique journeys and beyond. Sessions 
include space for teaching, reflection and fellowship. (8 weeks) Led by Rev. Leslie Etheredge. 
To register, visit: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/adults

Legacy Luncheon | January 28 | 12 Noon
Make plans to join us in January for a special time with Encore volunteer Warren Lightfoot. 
Besides being a founding partner of one of Alabama’s most well-known law firms, Warren is 
also a nationally known sculptor – some of his work is featured in the United States Capitol 
Rotunda. Join us for lunch and fellowship as we enjoy his amazing story and see some of his 
beautiful sculptures. RSVP to: valerie.boyd@canterburyumc.org

Kids@Canterbury | Summer Dates 2025
Summer will be here soon! We now have all of our camps and summer events on the website. 
So, take a look and mark your calendars for everything we have in store for your kids this 
summer at Canterbury! Visit: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/children



Weekend Speaker: Dr. Leonard Sweet

Willow Point Golf & Country Club Villas

For details and to register:
www.canterburyumc.org/mens-ministry

Coming Events

Women’s Dinner Event
January 30 with special guest

Sophie Hudson
Calling all generations... 
All ages are invited to join us 
for an intergenerational dinner  
event featuring author and popular 
speaker Sophie Hudson. Join us on 
Thursday evening, January 30, at 6 PM to enjoy a fun night of 
stories and learn ways to find encouragement and hope in the 
everyday, joy-filled moments of life.  
For more on Sophie, please visit: 
www.boomama.net

Tickets are $25. 
Scan the QR code to register.

See you there!



Thank You for Joining Us Today!


