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Real Grace
Grace stands as a central tenant to our 
community.  It is at the very core of who 
we are as children of God because it 
is part of our lives before we are even 
aware of it. We confess that we are 
each imperfect, regularly falling short 
of our own standards and God’s.  God 
loves us anyway just as we are.  God 
initiates every relationship with us 
through grace.  God’s grace can never 
be earned, it is all gift.  We, as God’s 
children, strive to do the same with 
each other.  We start with grace given 
to us by God. We live offering the same 
grace to ourselves and one another.

Real Love
In a world where people are sometimes 
criticized for being different, the 
people of the church are called to 
be intentionally different.  Our Holy 
Scriptures remind us that we are all 
created in the image of God; and, if 
God is Love, then we are created in the 
image of love.  God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ is what real love looks like. When 
we are most true to who we are created 
to be, we are loving.  At Canterbury, we 
seek to embody that love is patient and 
kind … and we particularly like it best 
when it is a verb.

 

Real Life
God constantly invites us into a life of 
full connection with God and others 
through Jesus Christ.  This is the real 
life we are created for.  Nothing but 
relationship with God and each other 
will truly satisfy the longing inside 
us.  We believe this is the path to real, 
abundant life.  Our desire is to walk 
this path together.

Who Are We
As people of the church, we are committed to following Jesus with an authentic faith. We seek to be real and authentic in 
every part of our lives because we believe that Jesus wants to know us.  We also believe that Jesus wants to meet us 
wherever we are in life. At Canterbury United Methodist Church, this is what it means to be in relationship with Christ. 
Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love our 
neighbor as our self.  This simple yet profound statement represents the real grace and real love Jesus has for all people, 
particularly those whom the rest of the world often overlooks.  This statement from Jesus also represents the very nature 
of who God is. Through sharing real grace and real love with people, Jesus brought healing into their lives.  At Canterbury, 
we seek to follow Jesus’ example, striving to share and experience real grace and real love in our real life.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!
We are so glad you are here, and we would love to 
connect with you. Let us know you are here by 
scanning this QR code or by visiting: 
www.canterburyumc.org/attendance
We look forward to connecting with you!



We are so glad you chose to worship with us today! 
We want you to feel at home. Through close 
relationships, the study of scripture, education, 
and caring for others, our goal is to connect you 
to God, each other, and His world in a real and 
meaningful way. We want to be a place where you 
will meet Jesus exactly where you are. You will find 
a community of real people, led by leaders who 
express their real experiences to help renew and 
empower you to follow Him.  So no matter where you 
are in life, we invite you to come as you are and to 
live for something greater.  If you need help finding 
your way around, we have welcome guides located 
at our main entrances and outside the worship areas. 
We look forward to connecting with you!

WORSHIP:
Children in Worship  All children are welcome 
in worship! The sights, sounds, and interactions 
of worship are appropriate for every age. Worship 
Activity bags, Sensory bags, and other resources 
are available as you enter. If you have a child with 
sensory challenges who might need a break from 
worship, we have a Sensory Room located on the 
2nd floor of the Children’s Building. Excellent nursery 
care is available to children through 4 years.
•  Make sure your children get a worship activity pack
   from the wall when entering Canterbury Center. 
•  The Children’s Comfort Room is in the back hallway.

Worship Online  We strive to be a church that is 
accessible to you whenever and however you need 
us! All worship services are available online:
Website:
www.canterburyumc.org/worship/worship-online
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/CanterburyUMChurch
YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@CanterburyUMC

 

Welcome to Canterbury

CONTACT US:
Church Office: 205-871-4695
To Join: matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org
205-868-6590 x 2327
Pastoral Care Response Line: 205-999-4887

canterburyumc.org

If you are new to Canterbury, this is a great class for 
those who want to learn more about our church. 
Held on Sunday mornings, it provides an overview 
of what makes Canterbury thrive. You can find out 
more about the church, ask questions, and make 
personal connections. Sundays, 9:15-10:15 AM in the 
Dining Room. For questions or to sign up for the next 
session, please contact Becky King at 
becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

MEET WITH OUR PASTORS:
Our pastors would love to meet with you over coffee 
and get to know you. You can bring any questions 
you might have and get to know a little more about 
Canterbury, and anything else you want to talk 
about. Contact Matthew Montgomery at  
matthew.montgomery@canterburyumc.org or  
205-868-6588, to set that up.

NEXT STEPS
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P WORSHIP IS AN AWARENESS AND EXPRESSION OF 

GOD’S PRESENCE LIVED OUT MOMENT BY MOMENT

We Gather In God’s Presence
Emmanuel, God Is With Us

Welcome & Greeting

Children’s Moment

Lighting of the Advent Candle

We Prepare Our Hearts With Song
O Come All Ye Faithful (His Name Shall Be)

Love Of God 

We Respond To God  
God’s People Pray

God’s People Give 

Love Is Christmas

We Listen For God’s Voice
Luke 1: 39-55

And Yet...Love

Holy Forever

We Go To Live Like Jesus   
 Reminder of God’s Promises  

A Challenge to Live Like Jesus



SERMON NOTES:
 

Thanksgiving for the lives of
Carey Williams (Kay & Carey Williams, Sr.’s son)........December 12, 2024	 	
Leila Doster (Walton Doster’s mother)..........................December 16, 2024   

This Sunday morning class is a basic introduction to our church family and a wonderful time for you to continue 
building connections with others. If you are interested in making Canterbury your church home, please join us 
on 1/12, 1/19, 1/26 and 2/2. To register, please email becky.king@canterburyumc.org.

CHRISTMAS MISSION OUTREACH OFFERING
The Mission Outreach United Appeal Fund (MOR) Offering has benefited Canterbury and other ministries for 
many years. Your generous gift this Christmas will benefit the following ministries in 2025:
    • EMBRACE ALABAMA KIDS
    • AVONDALE SAMARITAN PLACE
    • DISASTER RELIEF
We will receive this Christmas offering in all of our Christmas Eve services. Please drop your gift in the 
offering plate. You may also choose to mail your offering to the Finance Office. Make your check 
payable to the Mission Outreach United Appeal Fund.



Happening at Canterbury
We want to hear from you!
Our January sermon series is “Hey Siri...Answering Life’s Big Questions.” To submit your BIG questions, 
please visit: https://bit.ly/3ODnQR0

Winter Studies | Begin January 8 
Join us on January 8 when Wednesday dinner returns along with new winter Bible studies. 
Register: www.canterburyumc.org/grow/adults

Men’s Breakfast | January 16 | 6:30 AM
All men are invited to the next breakfast that will be held on Thursday, January 16. If you are interested in 
being a part of a Life Group, signing up for Men’s Retreat, or being a part of any of the upcoming ministries 
for men, don’t miss it. Register: www.canterburyumc.org/mens-breakfast

Women’s Dinner Event & Speaker Sophie Hudson  |  January 30  |  6 PM
All ages are invited to join us for a special intergenerational dinner featuring author and popular speaker 
Sophie Hudson. Make plans to join us on Thursday, January 30, at 6 PM to enjoy a fun night of stories and 
learn ways to find encouragement and hope in the everyday, joy-filled moments of life. Nursery available.
Tickets are $25. Purchase online: www.canterburyumc.org/community/united-methodist-women

Men's Winter Retreat | January 31-February 2
Don’t miss this retreat at Willow Point Golf and Country Club Villas featuring renowned author and speaker Dr. 
Leonard Sweet. This year’s theme is “Smoke and Fire,” exploring the power and transformative nature of God’s 
presence in our lives. In addition to Dr. Sweet’s teachings, the retreat will include outdoor activities, group 
discussions, and times of reflection. It’s a great opportunity to grow spiritually, connect with other men in the 
church, and rejuvenate your faith. Register now at: www.canterburyumc.org/mens-ministry

Year-End Giving Reminders  
For your contributions to qualify as a 2024 tax-deductible donation, the IRS requires that they must be 
received or postmarked by December 31, 2024. Here are the specific deadlines:
•  BY MAIL  The postmark date on the envelope must be no later than December 31.
•  IN PERSON  If you wish to drop off your contribution, the finance office will be open until Noon on 
Tuesday, December 31 or you may insert your donation in the receptacle at the receptionist desk.
•  ONLINE GIVING  Gifts must be entered before midnight, December 31. Visit: canterburyumc.org/giving
•  TEXT GIVING  Text gifts must be submitted before midnight, December 31. Text to 205-336-2111 the  
 amount you wish to contribute to the 2024 ministry in the message area. Then follow link and instructions.
•  STOCK  Stock gifts must be transferred to the church before the stock market closes at 3:00 p.m. CST on
 December 31. Please notify Carolyn Phillips at 874-1553 by Noon with the details of your stock transaction   
 and to confirm instructions.



at  canterbury
C H R I S T M A S

Chrsitmas Eve Services

New Traditions Service  |  8:15 AM *

A Storybook Christmas  |  1 PM *

Contemporary Service  |  3 PM *

Sanctuary Service  |  3 PM 

Sanctuary Service  |  5 PM *

* Services to be livestreamed

Gingerbread Nativities | 12.23
A Parent & Me Event! (10 AM)  
Make sure to bring your children to 
take part in this sweet and fun morning 
activity! We will read the nativity story 
and create our own unique gingerbread 
nativities to take home. Fun for kids of 
all ages! Registration not required.

A Storybook Christmas | 12.24
New this year! A casual, early afternoon 
communion service designed for families 
with children. Come experience a unique 
telling of the nativity story, wonderful 
music, communion and candlelight.

For a full list of Christmas events and special services:
www.canterburyumc.org/worship/advent

DECEMBER 29   
One service only | Canterbury Center | 10:30 AM 

New Traditions will not be held



Thank You for Joining Us Today!


