Traditional Worship

January 29, 2017
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Preaching — Rev. Dale Cohen
Liturgist — Rev. Tori Hastings
Choirmaster and Organist — Dr. Lester Seigel

Courage to Wait On the Promise
“[God] took [Abram] outside and said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him,
‘So shall your offspring be.’ Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” (Genesis 15:5-6, NIV)
Promises are a beautiful thing. Usually, a promise is extended from one person to another in a relationship
where trust already exists, where trust is developing, or where there is hope of a trusting relationship. The
fulfillment of the promise causes the relationship to flourish, and trust grows. Unfortunately, promises are not
always kept. We refer to these as broken promises. In failing to fulfill the promise, the one making the promise loses the trust of the other. The relationship suffers.
The Bible is a book full of promises. Interestingly, the majority of the promises we read in the Bible are the
promises of God to his people. Time and time again, God, seeking to develop our trust in him, offers a promise
to us. Here is a promise that is familiar to many of us:
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV)
Abram, who would later be renamed Abraham, received the promise from God that, although he was advanced
in years (another way of saying he was beyond the age of being able to father a child), he would be the father of
many offspring. These offspring would be as numerous as the stars in the sky and form a great nation known
as the people of God. If God came through on this promise, it would be a miracle of epic proportions. Abram
faced a critical choice: Either he could trust God in spite of the evidence given his advanced years, or he could
remain in despair and potentially miss out on God’s blessing. Abraham chose the former, and God did what he
promised—resulting in the twelve tribes of Israel.

Special Announcements

I said Abram chose to believe which is ultimately right; however, there was a slight detour to his faithfulness. In Genesis 16, you see Sarai, Abraham’s wife, usurp waiting on God and offering up her servant, Hagar,
to Abram as another wife and as a surrogate to bear a child. Ishmael is born of this union, but it only leads
to jealousy. Waiting on God is always the preferred option to forcing our solutions. It’s not until Genesis 21
that Abram and Sarai see the fulfillment of God’s promise. It takes faith to wait. It takes courage to continue
believing when the evidence suggests God is not coming through with what he promised. How often does our
impatience delay the fulfillment of what God intends? What promise are you awaiting God to fulfill? Wait on
the promise!

Thanksgiving for the Life of
Carolyn Ann Preston Goodwin..............................................................January 15, 2017
Dr. Robert (Bob) McLaughlin..................................................................January 19, 2017
In the Hospital / Rehab (as of January 26)
Teri Lavette........................................................................................................St. Vincent’s
W. T. (Goodloe) Rutland.............................................................................University

Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor

WELCOME CHILDREN! —Parents, make sure
your children get a worship activity pack in the
Narthex entrance area. The Children’s Comfort
Room is also adjacent to the Narthex.

Hearing assist devices and
large print hymnals available
– ask an usher for help.

Order of Morning Worship
*Congregation Please Stand
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Voluntary

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Parish Notices
Collect
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
* Processional Hymn 110

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

MEINEKE
* Gloria Patri 				
				
		
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 		
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Infant Baptism

The Peace of the Lord be with you, and also with You.
see insert

Holland Elizabeth Bragiel
Robert “Withers” Poellnitz, IV

Jennifer McCroskey
Father, Hear the Prayer We Offer

Offertory Anthem

Be Not Afraid (from “Elijah”)

Felix Mendelssohn

Be not afraid, saith God the Lord; Be not afraid, thy help is near. The Lord thy God sayeth unto
thee: “Be not afraid.” Though thousands languish and fall beside thee, and tens of thousands
around thee perish, yet still it shall not come nigh thee.
* Doxology

											
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn of Preparation 129

Give to the Winds Thy Fears

Scripture Lesson

OLD 100TH

FESTAL SONG

Genesis 15: 1- 6
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon
* Hymn of Commitment 117

Rev. Dale Cohen
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

ST. ANNE

* Dismissal & Blessing

Children’s Moment
Anthem

Our Gifts and Music

EIN’ FESTE BURG

* Affirmation of Faith				
					
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 		
everlasting. Amen.

* Passing of the Peace

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Recessional Prayer
Ted Clark, cantor
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the words we have said and sung this day may be so grafted and guarded
in our hearts, that our lives may bring forth good fruits, and our lips shall show forth Thy praise, to the
honor and glory of Thy holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Israeli folk melody, arr. Seigel

Father, hear the prayer we offer! Not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever live our lives courageously.
Not for ever by still waters would we idly, quiet stay,
but would strike the living waters from the rocks along our way.
Be our strength in hours of weakness, in our wanderings be our guide,
through endeavor, failure, danger, Father, be Thou at our side.
Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact
Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

