Prayer After Receiving
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. May we be transformed
into your image. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* Blessing and Sending Forth

Want to know more about Following Jesus and Serving Others? To make Canterbury your home church, contact
Rev. Tori Hastings at 868-6580 or tori.hastings@canterburyumc.org.

New Traditions
January 15, 2017
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Preaching — Rev. Tori Hastings
Liturgist — Rev. Warren Nash
Choirmaster and Organist — Dr. Lester Seigel

The Way of Love
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”
John 13:34, NRSV
For most of us, we think of love as an emotion. We talk about falling in love as if it were an accident. By the
same token, when we talk about falling out of love, we describe it as if some unseen force over which we have
no control has taken our love for the other. Rather than identifying the series of small choices we made that
led to the distancing in our relationship, we would rather play the innocent bystander—the victim of our
circumstances.
Jesus reminds us that love is a choice. Certainly our emotions are affected by the choices we make; however, at
the end of the day, we choose to love or not to love.

Special Announcements
Thanksgiving for the Life of
Ann Bryant.............................................................................January 2, 2017
Dr. Edward (Ed) Tyndal...................................................January 5, 2017
Dr. B. Q. Scruggs...................................................................January 6, 2017
In the Hospital (as of January 12)
Blaise LeJune..........................................................................Children’s
Jean Danner............................................................................St. Vincent’s
Roses on the Altar
The roses on the Sanctuary lectern are placed in honor of
Laura Stone Daniel, Frances Hereford Daniel, & William Seaton Daniel, children of Lucy & Chris
Daniel, who were born on December 21st,
Amelia Claire Vernon, daughter of Amanda & Ryan Vernon, who was born on December 22nd,
Virginia Scott Gaddy, daughter of Margaret & Jeremy Gaddy, who was born on January 2nd.
Gerald Anderson Morris, son of Molly & Pelham Morris, who was born on December 28th.

Loving someone can be difficult. It takes time. It can be demanding. It requires that we sacrifice for the one
we love. It means that sometimes we put our own wants and desires on the back burner in order for us to address the wants and the desires of the one we love. When we multiply the demands of love across our relationships, it can be overwhelming.
The key is that Jesus commanded us to love one another AS he loves us. In all his loving, Jesus never lost sight
of the need to take care of himself. He knew that in order for him to be able to love us, he had to spend time
nurturing his love for God and his love for himself. That’s why he chose to withdraw from time to time and
spend time with God. It was during that time away (such as the time in the Garden of Gethsemane just before
his arrest and crucifixion) when he was able to clarify how best to demonstrate his love for us. Love is a choice
but choosing how to love is also important.
In our Choose This Day sermon series, we’re talking about Choosing Love this week. I hope you will join us as
we explore in practical ways what it means to choose love as a discipline to guide your life. I believe this is one
of the most critical choices we make as it has implications for so many other areas of our life. May God guide us
into loving one another as Jesus loves us.

Dale Cohen, Senior Pastor

The Flowers in the Chapel
are placed in loving memory of Mary Ann Reeves by her family.

Order of Morning Worship
*Congregation Please Stand
URWB - Upper Room Worship Book UMH - United Methodist Hymnal
Words in bold type are spoken or sung by the congregation.

Prayers of the People
Lord in your mercy... hear our prayer.

Welcome and Worship Words
* Hymn 58 (URWB)

All Are Welcome, vv. 1, 3, 5

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings
TWO OAKS

Collect
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray .
Day by day, Lord, you lead us to the deep, deep pools of peace, to the green, lush lawns of grace. Day by
day, you call us to pour out ourselves in service, to anoint the stranger with hope. Day by day, you show us
the community we could be, the family we are called to become. Help us, Lord, to answer your call. Amen.
Gloria In Excelsis

Thy Perfect Love
Wanda Banks, mezzo-soprano

John Rutter

Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, Thy perfect love close in my breast
That I thee love and never rest; And make me love thee all thinge best,
And wounde my heart in they love free, That I may reign in joy evermore with thee.
* Wesley’s Grace & Doxology
Be present at our table, Lord;
be here and everywhere adored;
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we
may feast in paradise with Thee.

OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving 37-40 (URWB)
Sanctus

Responsive Reading 774 (UMH)

Psalm 40: 1 - 11

Epistle Lesson

1 John 3: 13 - 24
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Rev. Tori Hastings

Response to the Word 141 (URWB)

The Gift of Love

THE GIFT OF LOVE

The Memorial Acclamation

Prayer of Confession
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We
have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore,
and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only
your will. Amen.

Amen

All Pray in Silence

The Lord’’s Prayer 454 (URWB, chanted)

Kyrie 482 (UMH)
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Fraction Anthem 413 (URWB)

Words of Pardon
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are a forgiven people. Glory to God!
Alleluia! Amen.
* The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.

Agnus Dei

BELL AGNUS

Receiving the Bread and Cup by Intinction and Kneeling All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Ushers will guide you.
Communion Music (URWB) Please join in singing the hymn as we receive the elements.
Hymn 130
We Meet as Friends at Table
Hymn 121

Now in This Banquet

MERLE’S TUNE
BANQUET

